Starting school..........

Finding out what’s comfortable for you is key here, hopefully through the
methods that I use you’ll find a comfort zone so both you and your child’s transition into
school can be a happy and worry free one.

Before school starts make an initial contact with the Director/Principle and
explain that your child has a limb difference and that you would like the opportunity to
meet with the teacher to discuss coming into the classroom on the 1% day to read a short
story and talk with the kids to get all the questions over and done so they can all get on to
being Kindergarteners, including your child. I’'m sure there will be no problem here.

Most Preschools/Kindergartens will have an orientation, this is a great opportunity
to ask the Administrator if you can take a minute and get up in front of the parents and
tell them that their child will be going to school with your son/daughter that is missing
his/her and you hope that by you taking this opportunity to talk with the parents
that in turn they might talk with their children about how all people are different in some
way but yet all the same on the inside. Ask the parents to tell their child about your child
so they can talk about being different, in order to help make the first day of school an
happy transition for all of us. I have found this to work famously, there were no surprises
for anybody when the first day of school came around!

Here we are the first day of school. My daughter prefers 2 things. 1* to be in class
and a part of the class as Mom just hangs out to wait for “her” time and 2™ stay with the
group as I do the presentation. Talk with your child to find out what comfortable for
them.

Before I start as I am looking over all the kids, I remind myself of a few things.
How exciting it is to be in the position to have all these wonderful children’s minds to
open up to differences, something that will now become a part of them. What I am about
to do will help them to become a more compassionate person not only for my child but
for others to come...exciting, not scary!

After I introduce myself as Lisha’s Mom I tell them how happy “we” are to be in
this class and how excited “we” are to make all our new friends!
I have a short story I’d like to read to them.
I choose at this point to read “Harry and Willy and Carrothead.” I think with the younger
grades it is easier for them to directly relate b/c Harry is a real person with a short arm.
As I begin to read I become very animated, my eyes may open very wide, I smile big, I
change tones in my voice to fit the story line ect. I want the kids to really get into the story







